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venture capital 
overview
New entrants in the Canadian venture capital arena are disrupting 
traditional markets and conceiving new ones, while building 
wealth and creating jobs for early-stage businesses at the leading 
edge of biotechnology, clean technology, software and 
telecommunications. Whether you are launching a new business, 
or you lead a venture capital fund looking for the next big idea, 
you need the kind of legal assistance that will help you manage 
the risks and seize the opportunities of the venture capital 
business. 

McMillan's Private Equity and Venture Capital Industry Group has 
been an active participant in the venture capital markets for 
years. We are known for our commitment to executing 
transactions efficiently using teams of lawyers who understand 
the markets in which our clients compete. 

Our lawyers work closely with emerging companies throughout 
their development, providing timely and practical advice on 
intellectual property, corporate and commercial matters, financing 
and employment. In addition to our Canadian fund clients, we 
work with a number of US funds on matters related to their 
Canadian holdings. 

McMillan professionals help clients lead by:

 Performing due diligence on prospective portfolio companies 
 Structuring and forming venture capital funds, including fund 

governance, and general and limited partnership 
arrangements 

 Structuring and implementing Canadian and cross-border 
venture capital investments on behalf of funds and emerging 
companies 

 Advising on exit strategies 
 Advising portfolio companies on strategic, operational and 

intellectual property matters 
 Providing tax advice

firm profile
McMillan is a modern and ambitious 
business law firm serving public, 
private and not-for-profit clients 
across key industries in Canada, the 
United States and internationally. 
With recognized expertise and 
acknowledged leadership in major 
business sectors, we provide 
solutions-oriented legal advice 
through our offices in Vancouver, 
Calgary, Toronto, Ottawa, Montréal 
and Hong Kong. Our firm values – 
respect, teamwork, commitment, 
client service and professional 
excellence – are at the heart of 
McMillan’s commitment to serve our 
clients, our local communities and 
the legal profession. For more 
information, please visit our website 
at www.mcmillan.ca.
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